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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Reme-
dies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy 
of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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In this guide USDA Rural Development highlights its various loan and grant programs by mission area that could 
incorporate funding, investment, and outreach initiatives for food loss and waste reduction, reuse and composting 
techniques.  Each program description lists the eligibility criteria. The guide includes real world industry examples 
that demonstrate how each program could participate in projects, within their program objectives, that will accom-
plish food waste reduction, reuse, and composting techniques.  

This publication incorporates some non-USDA Rural Development projects as examples for opportunities and ideas 
that could be designed to be suitable under our programs

Abstract
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USDA Rural Development-Financed Projects

Solid Waste Management Grant Program
In FY2016, the Water and Environmental Programs 
included an Administrator Points criterion for work 
plans that establish composting programs. The plans 
must emphasize reducing food loss and waste to divert 
food waste from landfills, improve overall food securi-
ty, and secure natural resources. Composting programs 
should include the collection of materials from food, 
yard and/or paper waste. They should recover 45 to 50 
percent of the entire solid waste stream. Out of the 49 
applications submitted for approval and funding under 
the SWM Program, 15 were for projects with a food 
loss and waste component.  To find out more about 
this program, please visit:
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/sol-
id-waste-management-grants

Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)
Currently, two participants in REAP are using food 
processing waste to produce ethanol: Carbon Green 
Bioenergy, LLC (MI) and Central Indiana Ethanol, 
LLC.  Three additional participants are producing 

ethanol from waste beverage streams: Pacific Ethanol 
Holding CO, LLC in California, Parallel Products of 
Kentucky, Inc., and USL Parallel Products of Califor-
nia.  

 Many kinds of biodiesel producers are using waste 
vegetable oils and greases in their feedstock.  Examples 
include White Mountain Biodiesel in New Hampshire 
and Red Birch Energy in Virginia.

Advanced Producer Payment Program 
 Anaerobic digesters convert waste into biogas, which 
can be converted to electricity.  Examples partici-
pating in the Advanced Producer Payment Program 
include  Farm Power Lynden in Washington, Brook 
View Dairy, LLC in Michigan, Scenic View Dairy, 
LLC in Michigan, Farm Power Misty Meadow, LLC in 
Michigan, and FCPC Renewable Generation, LLC in 
Wisconsin.  Digesters using waste food are operated 
by Rutland AD1, LLC, Pine Island Partnership, and 
Hadley AD1, LLC, all three in Massachusetts.

Examples of projects that might be eligible 
for USDA Rural Development Programs assis-
tance

Food Waste Collection Program 
Susanville Indian Rancheria, California
Susanville Rancheria is creating a food waste collection 
program to collect food waste from their casino. The 
food waste will be used to create a vermiculture pro-
gram, and the compost will be marketed and sold to 
support the program.
http://www.sir-nsn.gov/

Anaerobic Digester
East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD)
EBMUD is pioneering an innovative method to de-
crease food waste and mitigate climate change by 
reducing the amount of food waste reaching landfills 
while simultaneously producing renewable energy.  In 
Oakland, California, EBMUD’s main wastewater treat-
ment plant was the first sewage treatment facility in the 
nation to convert post-consumer food scraps to energy 
via anaerobic digestion.
http://www3.epa.gov/region9/waste/features/foodtoen-
ergy/

Iowa Waste Reduction Center, University of 
Iowa
Across Iowa, food waste is the most prev-
alent landfilled material. From 1998-2011, 
Iowa landfills experienced 62 percent 
increase in food waste disposal. The Iowa 
Waste Reduction Center is taking a com-
prehensive approach to address this issue. 
Initially awarded a Solid Waste Alternatives 
Program grant from Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources to develop the Iowa 
Food Waste Reduction Project, the IWRC 
is currently funded through the United 
States Department of Agriculture’s Rural 
Utilities Service Solid Waste Management 
Grant Program.
http://iwrc.uni.edu/
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U.S. Department of Energy

The Energy Department is helping to fund the devel-
opment of integrated biorefineries, industrial centers 
dedicated to converting plant material into biofuels 
and other products.

Enerkem in Mississippi and INEOS Bio in Florida, 
use municipal solid waste as a feedstock, they use a 
process called gasification to produce ethanol and 
electricity. In 2012, INEOS Bio completed construc-
tion of the Indian River County Bioenergy Center, 
which will produce 8 million gallons of ethanol 

-- enough to fill about 232 of the largest railroad tank 
cars -- and 6 megawatts of electricity a year from 300 
dry tons of biomass a day, including yard waste and 
food scraps.   

In Mississippi, Enerkem is planning a biorefinery 
on a regional landfill. They plan to convert 300 tons of 
solid waste a day into ethanol, amounting to 10 million 
gallons (290 tank cars) of ethanol per year. 

The Energy Department’s partnership with these 
companies is helping to remove barriers to commer-
cialization of fuel and power production from munici-
pal solid waste, including yard and food wastes.


